Annual Cinema Index Part 2:
UK cinema goers’ views on the
2019 awards season
A Meerkat Movies report

The Oscars 2019 are just around the corner and, as ever, the winners,
losers, speeches and film gossip are set to make headlines.
But what do UK audiences make of it all?
Meerkat Movies has conducted in-depth research to discover how
audiences feel about awards season, whether they agree with the
movie industry’s predictions on nominees that will win big, or whether
they’re rooting for their own favourites.

British film fans are tastemakers
The UK is a nation of cinema fans. 50% believe they have
a good understanding of film, with 52% putting their own
opinion first when choosing a movie to watch at the cinema.
14% look out for award winning films, 16% take their steer
from social media conversations, and 30% factor in critics’
reviews.

50% of UK cinema
goers say they have a
good understanding
of film

“With the rise of social media changing the way we
communicate about film, it’s evident that people continue
to lay trust in themselves and those around them when
making decisions’ says Pier Paolo Pettineo, Head of
Meerkat Movies at comparethemarket.com.

37% look to friends
to give them a good
film recommendation

Although awards remain an iconic part of the film industry,
22% of cinema-goers trust their own views when choosing
which film to watch. Word of mouth also plays a key role in
influencing cinema-goers, with 37% admitting they look to
friends to give them a good recommendation “and it is clear
UK audiences still have firm views on who and what should
take home the gongs during awards season” says Pettineo.
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The Best Picture Award
goes to...
Musicals captured cinema goers’ imaginations in 2018, so
it’s no surprise that Bohemian Rhapsody is a firm favourite
amongst audiences. 23% agree they’d like to see it win the
Best Picture award.

Musicals are particularly a firm favourite amongst Meerkat
Movies members, with Mamma Mia: Here We Go Again,
Bohemian Rhapsody and Beauty and the Beast forming
the most popular films since the launch of the program in
2015. This theme is set to continue into 2019 with the likes
of Rocketman, Cats and West Side Story in 2020, there is no
better time to use the Meerkat Movies 2 for 1 reward.

A Star is Born, another hit musical, is second favourite with
9% of people hoping it takes the top prize. Sci Fi fantasy
Black Panther follows swiftly in third place – 7% want to
see it win.

23% want
Bohemian
Rhapsody to win
the Best Picture
Award
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Rami Malek and Olivia
Colman pipped to scoop
lead awards
Awards season is all about seeing which stars
shine the brightest. While Christian Bale is one of
Hollywood’s hot favourites to receive an Oscar, only
7% of UK audiences feel the same. Instead, 23%
would most like to see Rami Malek scoop the Lead
Actor award for his electric performance in Bohemian
Rhapsody. The nation’s second choice is Bradley
Cooper – 11% of people are keen to see him rewarded
for his role in A Star is Born.

23% would like to see
Rami Malek scoop
the Lead Actor Award

When it comes to Lead Actress, the race is closer.
Olivia Colman comes out top for her performance as
Queen Anne in The Favourite – 18% of people want to
see her crowned the winner. But Lady Gaga quickly
follows in second place, with 16% hoping to see the
singer take home the prize for showing off her acting
prowess in A Star is Born.

18% are hoping Olivia
Colman is crowned
Lead Actress
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Musicals are having
a moment
Movies and music go hand in hand. UK audiences have
fallen hard for the song ‘Shallow’ from A Star Is Born and
26% are rooting for it to win the Best Original Song award.
Continuing the musical theme, British cinema fans want to
see widespread recognition for Bohemian Rhapsody. 39% say
it’s the British film they were most proud of in 2018 and it
deserves the highest praise during awards season.

39% say Bohemian
Rhapsody is the
British film they were
most proud of in 2018
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Alternative categories
and unsung heroes
British film lovers welcome innovation. If new categories
were introduced, Brits would be keen to see an award for
the Best Stunt (26%) and Best Cameo Performance (15%).

13% say Mary
Poppins Returns
should receive the
most appreciation

The BAFTA committee may have passed Mary Poppins
Returns over when it came to nominations for
Outstanding British Film, but the nation is extremely
fond of the quintessentially English nanny and her
adventures with the Banks family. 13% say the film
should receive the most appreciation during awards
season.
Emily Blunt, aka Mary Poppins, hasn’t been nominated
for either an Oscar or BAFTA, only a Golden Globe.
Nevertheless, she was UK audiences’ third most popular
choice for Lead Actress.
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